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An Open Letter to All Members of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States 


FRIENDS IN CHRIST: 

We who have been privileged to serve 
as Moderators of our church would now 
call upon its entire membership to join 
us in earnest prayer for the approaching 
94th General Assembly. 

Many difficult problems are before our 
church for consideration and decision. In 
the Scriptures we are told if we lack 
wisdom to ask of God who gives to all 
men liberally, and it shall be given us. 
We are also told to ask in faith, nothing 
wavering. 

First, let us pray that the Holy Spirit 
may have complete control of our own 
minds and hearts. Then let us pray that 
all the commissioners to the 1954 Gen- 
eral Assembly may be given grace and un- 
derstanding for their serious responsibil- 
ity. May God’s will prevail in all the 
Assembly deliberations, both in the Chris- 
tian atmosphere that pervades them and 
in the actual results that are achieved. 

The magnitude of the issues that con- 
front our church today—especially the 
proposed union with other Presbyterian 
bodies—makes it imperative that we seek 
to discover and to follow God’s leading. 
What does he want us todo? Do we have 
the courage to obey? The discerning and 
acceptance of his will is far more impor- 
tant than the vindication of any private 
judgments or personal biases. 

Men of earnest faith and strong char- 
acter will be found on different sides of 
debated questions. Let us remember that 
unity of spirit can exist even where there 
is difference of opinion. Christian love 
demands that we grant to others the same 
right to personal conviction that we exer- 


cise ourselves. Words unwisely or hasti- 
ly spoken or written make it more difficult 
to realize that kindness and generosity in 
discussion which honors our Lord. And 
questioning the motives of Christian 
brethren is certainly foreign to the genius 
of our faith and the best tradition of our 
church. Ephesians 4:15-16. 

Only as we confess our sins and re- 
dedicate ourselves to God and his holy 
purpose can we expect to receive his 
guidance and blessing. However the vot- 
ing goes in the General Assembly, may 
our whole church experience a great re- 
vival of faith and love, witnessing and 
prayer, a Pentecost of new spiritual 
power. 

We invite you all to unite with us in 
daily and fervent petitions to Almighty 
God, that his perfect will may be done 
in the transactions of our highest church 
court, and that in all things Christ may 
have the pre-eminence. 

Faithfully yours, 

(Signed) 

WALTER L. LINGLE, 1920 
SAMUEL H. SIBLEy, 1934 
P. FRANK PRICE, 1936 

F. C. Brown, 1940 
CuHar.es FE, Dren1, 1941 
DonaLp W. RicHarpson, 1943 
C. L. Kino, 1944 

J. B. Green, 1946 

J. R. Cunnincuas, 1947 
C. Darsy Futon, 1948 
W. E. Price, 1949 

BEN R. Lacy, 1950 

J.R. McCarn, 1951 

W. A. ALEXANDER, 1952 
FRANK W. Price, 1953 

















Letters to the Editors 





Correction of Houston Statement Offered 





From Mr. Keyes 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


In fairness to me I feel that you should 
print this letter to correct the wrong im- 
pression created by the letter and com- 
ment in your April 12 issue under the 
heading “Keyes Statement.” 

This letter apparently sent to you by 
some who preferred to remain unknown 
said that in my talk at the Second Presby- 
terian Church at Houston, I stated that 
the minister ousted from our Southern 
Presbyterian Church in Chapel Hill, N. C., 
had been installed in a Northern Presby- 
terian church in Chapel Hill. 

I have never made this statement at 
any meeting. What I said at Houston, 
and have repeated many times since, is 
that the minister at Chapel Hill, whose 
pastoral relationship with our church was 
dissolved by Orange Presbytery (which 
action was upheld by our 1953 General As- 
sembly) is being used by the Northern 
Church to prepare Sunday school lesson 
material for teachers of Junior High age 
children. 

In support of this statement, I exhibited 
the October-December 1953 quarterly issue 
of Counsel—For Teachers and Parents of 
Junior High published by the Board of 
Christian Education of the Presbytery 
Church in the United States of America, 
Editorial Office, Witherspoon Building, 
Philadelphia, Pa. Lessons 5, 6 and 7 in 
this quarterly (pages 32-38) were pre- 
pared by Charles M. Jones. His picture 
appears on page 64. 

If necessary I can procure sworn state- 
ments from officers of several of our 


THIS WEEK 


These People Join 
Thousands More 
In Saying .. . 


Let Presbyterians Reunite!* 
(Continued from last issue) 





From the Couples Class 
Westminster Church, St. Louis 
Myron T. Foveaux, Jr. 


Waverly G. Smith 
Allen E. Bardwell 


Harvey Turner 
Bobbie Stirling 
Rose Lee Summers 


Ross A. Hallas Edwin G. Summers 
Doris F. Hallas Annette T. Bardwell 
Jacob E. Hoss George B. Rogers 
Zena R. Hoss E. O. Galyon 
Eugene F. Tims A. H. Gardiner 


Katharine H. Mims 
Judy Turner 


Betty S. Galyon 


Add My Name 


Street & Number 


City, Zone, State 


“A copy of the pamphlet, Let Presbyte- 
rians Reunite! summarizing an editorial se- 
ries, with more than 140 signatures, will 
be sent free of charge for a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope. Or, 25 for 25¢: $1 
per 100. 


The Presbyterian Outlook 
1 North 6th St., Richmond 19, Virginia 





churches in Houston verifying the fact 
that I did not make the statement at- 
tributed to me by your correspondent who 
signed the letter “Texas.” Our 1954 Mod- 
erator was present at this meeting and 
he will, I feel sure, verify the facts out- 
lined above. 

Your editorial comment following the 
letter certainly carries the inference that 
I made the statement attributed to me by 
your unknown correspondent. It is this 
inference that I ask you in fairness to 
correct by printing this letter in full. 

KENNETH §S. KEYEs. 
Miami, Fla. 
(Editorial, page 8) 


What Does the Master Think? 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


What does the Master think of those 
who are foretelling of mountains of 
trouble in case the union of the different 
branches of the Presbyterian Church is 
effected? 

Will he not say to them what he said 
to his fearful and doubting disciples? O 
faithless generation, how long am I to be 
with you? How long am I to bear with 
you? O fools and slow of heart to believe! 
Do you not believe that I am able to con- 
summate such a union? Is there anything 
too difficult for me? Why do you fear? 
All things are possible to them who be- 
lieve. Do not hesitate. Try me and prove 
me. Go forward and unite. And I will 
pour out my Spirit upon you and he will 
cause you to forget all your past griev- 
ances and to love one another fervently. 
Then shall my name be glorified and ex- 
alted among all the peoples. 

S. K. EmMurian. 
Norfolk, Va. 


Pastor’s Vote 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


In reading your recent editorial, “Ap- 
plause—Or Tears?” (in which I heartily 
concur) I note that you say “In the first 
place, the minister has no vote in the Ses- 
sion except in the event of a tie.” I would 
call your attention to the deliverance of 
the Assembly of 1927 (M.G.A. 1927 p.50) 
as follows: “The pastor is not merely 
Moderator, but also a member of the Ses- 
sion and has the right to have his vote 
recorded on all questions.” 

I have found that there is a general 
misunderstanding on this point. While 
it is true that probably very few ministers 
ever exercise that right to vote on all ques- 
tions coming before the Session, it is well 
to keep the point in mind that they have 
the right to vote, as a member of the Ses- 
sion, if they so desire. 

ROBERT TURNER. 
Charlotte, N. C. 


Want to Be “Swallowed” 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


As I am renewing our subscription to 
your paper, I want to thank you for it. 
My husband and I have meant to do this 
a long time. Tuer OUTLOOK is a breath of 
fresh air we wouldn’t be without. We love 
the way you think, and as former U. S. 
Presbyterians, we are proud of so fine 
a spokesman in the Southland. 


My husband and I were both raised in 
the South. I have spent every summer 
of my life at Montreat and been inspired 
there, but he and I were jogged out of 
our “Christian lethargy” in Dr. Bonnell’s 
church in New York. 

The hue and cry about union amazes 
us. We have always crossed the Mason- 
Dixon Line with ease and now that we’re 
in our first pastorate here in a USA church 
in East Tennessee, we want to be “swal- 
lowed up” by the U. S. church! 

Keep up the enlightened reporting. 

MARGARET WARDLAW (Mrs. Richard R.) 
GILBERT. 
Washington College, Tenn. 


Perspective from Jerusalem 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


It is ten o’clock here on Thursday night 
of Holy Week. All day my mind has been 
going back to this day in our Lord’s life. 
Tonight he could not go from the Upper 
Room to the Mount of Olives. The city is 
divided and a guard would stop him! All 
day my heart has been going out to you 
who carry Christ’s cause in your hearts. 

I have just learned of Tom Young’s 
death. He, Dunbar Ogden and Tom Currie 
have died leading on for reunion. Must 
we die to have reunion? 

About this time, years ago, our Lord 
was praying for his church and its one- 
ness. Here I have seen the awful cost of 
pride and division. Not only is the city 
split; a soldier with a gun stands outside 
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre! A 
Moslem holds the key to open and close 
the church because the Christians do not 
trust each other. 

Near Bethlehem a little Presbyterian 
group which trusts neither you nor me is 
seeking to build its church. So the divi- 
sive spirit which has marred Calvary is 
now to enter Bethlehem! 

In the name of Christ and for his flock 
let us in prayer (John 14:14) and in love 
(John 13:34) press on for that for which 
Christ lived and died and rose again. 
Fear did its work in the hearts of Christ’s 
men on this night long ago. Some of us 
little realize what some of you must en- 
dure for the cause of reunion. The Holy 
Spirit will make us wise and brave and 
patient. He came to a united church 
at Pentecost (Acts 2:1). He could use 
such a church today to witness for Christ 
in all the world. Christ alone can save. 


HARRISON Ray ANDERSON. 
Jerusalem-in-Jordan. 


MORE LETTERS . . . page 7 
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Ministers’ Vacation Exchange 
Including U.S., USA, AR, and 
United Presbyterians 
(Continued from last week) 





EXCHANGE OR SUPPLY 

Eastman, Ga., 44 mbs. Exchange or sup- 
ply. Manse. Aug. 1, 8, 15. Prefer 150 
mi. of Daytona Beach, Fla. E, Lamar Beck, 
Eastman, Ga. 

Paola, Kan., 460 mbs, 40 mi. Kansas City. 
Manse exce. 4 or 5 Aug. Sundays. Marion 
L. Moyes, Paola, Kan. 

Nicholasville, Ky., 170 mbs. Aug. 2 Sun- 
days. Prefer Central or Sou. Fla. TT. H. 
Makin, Nicholasville, Ky. 

Titusville, Fla., 235 mbs. 1 Sun. svs. 
Manse faces Indian River. Prefer Nash- 
ville, Tenn., area. Walter M. Zeanah, 615 
Indian River Ave., Titusville, Fla. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered as second-class matter June 15, 1910, at the postoffice at Richmond, Va., under the act 
of March 3, 1879. Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of the South, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street. Richmond 19, Virginia, except 


first week, January, and fourth week, August. 
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Greenville Trouble Blamed 
On Bob Jones Professor 


Continuation of a Bob Jones Univer- 
sity professor as supply pastor of the 
McCarter church in Greenville, S. C., 
is pointed to as the “whole trouble” in 
the difficulty involving Enoree Presby- 
tery and that church during the past year. 

A majority of the church’s 67 members 
sought to withdraw from the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., and take the property, 
while 15 members, supported by the pres- 
bytery, claim the property. 

All testimony in the case has been of- 
fered before Master in Equity E. Inman 
and the attorneys’ arguments will be 
heard on May 21. 

The Bob Jones professor is Douglas 
M. Parris. The presbytery had allowed 
him to serve as supply pastor since 1948 
and last year warned the church that 
after a six months extension of the ar- 
rangement it could not be renewed. Before 
that time was up the church notified the 
presbytery that it had withdrawn from 
the denomination. Witnesses said that 
shortly after presbytery acted, Dr. Parris 
called a meeting of the session and the 
withdrawal was soon announced. 

Dr. Parris testified that he had told 
the congregation that there had been a 
drift away from the old doctrine and faith 
on the part of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S. Never in the U. S. church, he has 
just been received by the “Bible” Presby- 
terians. 

No one was willing to help fix respon- 
sibility for a new sign that appeared out- 
side the church calling it the “McCarter 
Independent Presbyterian Church.” It 
was charged that the sign was made in 
the Bob Jones art department. 

As early as 1947, the records show, the 
congregation voted to deed all its prop- 
erty to the Bible Mission Corp. for $750 
and other considerations. A deed was 
introduced showing that Tract 1 of the 
Property was conveyed from the church 
to the corporation for $1. 

The testimony later brought out that 
the Bible Mission and the McCarter 
church are “one and the same thing”— 
so far as funds are concerned. There 
was only one bank account. 

One of the witnesses was asked why 
the Bible Mission bought the property if 
it did not expect a return. He said the 
reason was to take it “out of the reach” 
of the Northern Presbyterians, “to pro- 
tect our church and property.” 

After the property was conveyed, the 
building was destroyed by fire and about 
$17,000 was spent to replace it. 


A Homely Test 


He brought him to Jesus—John 1:42. 
Read verses 35-42. 


New converts in one of the mission 
fields of West Africa are asked three 
questions before being baptized and re- 
ceived into full fellowship. These ques- 
tions are so direct and pertinent that they 
almost startle us: 1. Have you brought 
another person to Christ? 2. Are you giv- 
ing all you can to the church? 3. Are you 
living at peace with your family and 
neighbors? Of course the answers must 
be affirmative. 

One wonders if it would not be even 
more to the point to ask those three ques- 
tions once in a while to every complacent 
old Christian in the United States, as 
well as to every eager new Christian in 
West Africa. 

These are not just rhetorical questions. 
Perhaps too many of us allow our faith 
to evaporate in rhetorical assumptions. 
But Jesus wasn’t at all vague; he was 
very down-to-earth. He wasn’t content 
to discuss remote generalities. He talked 
man to man, and wants his followers to 
be just as direct as he was in his words 
and his deeds. 

Could I pass that examination in West 
Africa? 

Let Us Pray: Give me, O God, the 
courage to be honest with myself as to 
the quality of my discipleship. From 
this day on, help me more fully to live 
up to what I know is expected of me, 
for I call myself a disciple of him in 
whose name I pray, even Jesus Christ 
my Lord. AMEN. 


—RossBIns BARSTOW in The Fellowship of Pray- 
er, distributed by the National Council of Churches’ 
os. of Evangelism. By permission, the Pilgrim 

ress. 


New Orleans Man Will 
Direct Board Advertising 


Howard E. Duesing, New Orleans ad- 
vertising man, is the new director of ad- 
vertising for the Board of Education. 
This work is within the department of 
church relations. 

Mr. Duesing, who has already begun 
his work, is in charge of John Knox 
Press advertising, as well as that of the 
Presbyterian book stores and the mail 
order departments of the division of pub- 
lication. 

He was an active worker in Presby- 
terian men’s activities in New Orleans, 
edited Soundings, a quarterly church pub- 
lication, and cared for advance publicity 
for the men’s convention to be held next 
fall in New Orleans. 


Presbyterians Report 
Record Membership 


PHILADELPHIA (RNS)—Membership 
in the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. in- 
creased by 55,408 to a record total of 
2,581,580 in 1953, it was reported by the 
denomination’s headquarters here. 

Additions by profession of faith or 
reaffirmation totalled 126,189 during the 
year. Church officials pointed out, how- 
ever, that membership figures were based 
strictly on the number of communicants 
in full standing. 

Infant baptisms during the year to- 
talled 88,247, also an all-time high. Sun- 
day school enrollment rose by 90,834— 
largest gain in the Church’s history—to 
1,684,415. 

Local church officers at the end of 1953 
included 67,716 elders and 43,496 dea- 
cons, an increase of 1,942 elders and 
1,490 deacons. 

Candidates for the ministry (including 
those still in college) were reported as 
2,359. 

Contributions to the church in 1953 
totaled $141,297,517, an increase of 
$14,842,044 over the 1952 figure, mark- 
ing still another all-time high. Of this 
amount, $117,326,768 was used for local 
and denomitional expenses, and $23,970,- 
749 for the church’s benevolence causes. 

The Presbytery of Los Angeles with 
98,093 members surpassed Philadelphia 
as the presbytery with the largest mem- 
bership. The latter has 95,165. Phila- 
delphia Presbytery still has the largest 
number of churches with 181. Los An- 
geles has 153. Los Angeles Presbytery 
has more ministers, 386, as compared 
with Philadelphia’s 308. 

Nationally, the church is organized in 
38 synods and 257 presbyteries. There 
are 8,550 churches and 9,836 ordained 
ministers. 


REUNION POLL 


Vote in 20 Presbyteries Hangs 
On Four Votes or Less 

As the Poll on Presbyterian Reunion 
goes into its third weekly report, the num- 
ber of presbyteries represented as favor- 
ing and opposing is exactly the same as 
last week: 

48 For 

36 Against 

In 20 presbyteries, however, the mar- 
gin is only four votes or less as follows: 

One vote: Birmingham. 

Two votes: Ga.-Carolina; Louisiana; 
North Mississippi; Orange: Winston- 











Salem; Durant; Indian; Paris; Mont- 
gomery. 

Three votes: Abingdon, Cherokee, 
Guerrant, Lafayette, Fayetteville, Roa- 
noke. 

Four votes: Suwannee, 
Granville, Memphis. 

Current tabulations are shown below. 
The figures in parentheses show the total 
number of churches in each presbytery, 
indicating that a 100% vote in the pres- 
bytery would be roughly double that 
number. The tabulation also shows the 


Red River 


number of Ministers and Elders recorded 
as favoring and opposing. 


For Against 


ALABAMA For Ag’st M BM E 
Birmingham (29) 11 12 7 4 3 9 
Centl. Ala. (10) 10 0 5 5 0 0 
East Ala. (55) 10 37 6 4 10 27 
Mobile (24) 13 6 9 4 3 3 
North Ala. (35) 8S 18 4 4 4 14 
Tuscaloosa (49) 9 25 6 3 6 19 
APPALACHIA 

Abingdon (69) 20 23 15 5 8 16 
Asheville (32) 13 22 8 5 13 9 
Holston (73) 15. 32 9 6 12 20 
Knoxville (55) 14 32 10 4 16 16 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Answering questions here, from a recorded radio-telephone panel, are 
Wm. B. Oglesby, of the faculty of Union Seminary, Va.; and Holmes 
Rolston, editor of Presbyterian, U. S., Sunday school and other 
publications. 


(Note—The following question and 
answer do not come from the recorded 
series but follow an earlier discussion of 
a related question (OUTLOOK, Mar. 22). 


RESURRECTION BODY 


What do we mean by continuity be- 
tween the resurrection body and the 
body that dies? 


Ro_ston: The Westminster Shorter 
Catechism (Question 37) says that the 
bodies of believers “being still united to 
Christ do rest in their graves till the 
resurrection.” And in the Confession of 
Faith, Chapter XXXIV, Section II, we 
read ‘‘At the last day .. . all the dead 
shall be raised up, with the selfsame 
bodies and none other, although with dif- 
ferent qualities which shall be united 
again to their souls forever.” The Chris- 
tian doctrine of the resurrection must be 
distinguished from a_ resuscitation in 
which life returns to a body which has 
not been changed. The body of Lazarus 
when he came from the tomb was not a 
resurrection body. We are dealing with 
mystery here, but our surest guide is the 
resurrection body of Christ. He is “the 
first fruits of them that are alseep.” The 
first fruits set the pattern of those that 
are to follow. In his resurrection body 
we have a profound change which radi- 
cally transformed the nature of the body 
and we have an identity which makes it 
possible for him to be recognized by 
those who had known him in the flesh. 


CHILDREN JOINING THE 
CHURCH 
Is a child of seven too voung to join 
the church? 


Oc.EsBy: I think it is necessary to say 
in the first place that joining the church, 
which is the outward confession of Christ 
before men is not dependent actually on 
chronological age. That is, the necessary 
faith in God through Christ is not tied 
into any particular age of man. Never- 
theless it is reasonable to suppose that in 
part this faith signifies an understanding 
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of what is involved in taking this step. 
We know, of course, that Jesus called the 
children unto him and told us that of 
such is the kingdom. He also indicated 
that we are to have a childlike faith. 
Many children, it seems to me, who are 
raised in a Christian home do not re- 
member the time when they first began 
to love the Lord Jesus. And, of course, 
they reach the time when they want to 
express that love and faith by uniting 
with the church, of which they already 
consider themselves a part. I think in 
the end it is necessary to say that it de- 
pends on the child. Some children at 
seven have a firmer grasp than others 
who are older in years. Ordinarily, I 
would say that seven is a little too young. 
Nevertheless, if the child definitely seems 
to be aware of what joining the church 
means, then I could not honestly try to 
prevent him. 

Rotston: Don’t you feel that most 
children join the church either in the 
Junior age or early Pioneer age and 
that if they get much beyond that age 
and do not join the church it represents, 
not a decision to join the church, but a 
decision not to join the church. And 
from that point of view, our pressure in 
religious education is to try to lead a 
child during the Junior or Pioneer age to 
make a decision and to come into the 
church. 

OcLEsBY: Yes, it seems to me that the 
real principle involved here is not age, 
but the condition of the child. Apart 
from the knowledge of the child and the 
child’s understanding and grasp of the 
Christian faith, I believe that no final 
answer can be made. 

MoperATorR: Don’t you think it is 
important at any time, regardless of the 
age of a child or an adult to try to guard 
against any group pressure so that the 
person, whether a child or an older per- 
son, will understand pretty thoroughly 
what he is doing? 

Ociessy: Absolutely. I think this 
is necessary in the whole concept of re- 
demption. 


ARKANSAS 
East Ark. (45) 
Ouachita (66) 
Washburn (26) 
FLORIDA 
Florida (40) 
St. Johns (79) 
Suwannee (45) 
GEORGIA 
Athens (42) 
Atlanta (87) 
Aug.-Macon 
Cherokee 
Ga.-Car. 
Savannah 
S'’west Ga. 


(40) 
(28) 
(16) 
(32) 
(39) 
KENTUCKY 
Guerrant (20) 
Lex.-Eben. (45) 
Louisville (49) 
Muhlenburg (25) 
Transyl. (17) 
LOUISIANA 
Louisiana (26) 
La.-Miss. (20) 
New. Or. (39) 
Red River (42) 


MISSISSIPPI 
Centl Miss. (73) 
East Miss. (47) 
Meridian (60) 
Mississippi (30) 
North Miss. (40) 
MISSOURI 
Lafayette (21) 
Missouri (31) 
Potosi (20) 

St. Louis (19) 
Upper Mo. (25) 


ForAg’st M E 


21 
26 
18 


on 
ow of 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Albemarle (50) 
Concord (76) 
Fay’vl (97) 
Granville (47) 
Kings Mtn. (44) 
Mecklenburg (100) 
Orange (77) 
Wilmington (78) 
W.-Salem (49) 
OKLAHOMA 
Durant (19) 
Indian (13) 
Mangum (13) 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Bethel (51) 
Charleston (29) 
Congaree (30) 
Enoree (15) 
Harmony (33) 
Pee Dee (40) 
Piedmont (34) 
South Car. (41) 
TENNESSEE 
Columbia (24) 
Memphis (62) 
Nashville (43) 
TEXAS 

Brazos (79) 
Centl. Tex. (34) 
Dallas (38) 


El Paso (30) 
Mid-Texas (45) 
Paris (39) 
Texas-Mex. (30) 
W. Texas (77) 
VIRGINIA 

East. Han. (74) 
Lexington (68) 
Montgomery (75) 
Norfolk (49) 
Potomac (43) 
Roanoke (55) 
West Han. (40) 
Winchester (60) 
WEST VIRGINIA 


Bluestone (27) 
Greenbrier (52) 
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@ A review of what the church fathers said in 1861 
indicates that they would favor Presbyterian reunion 


One Nation, One Church 


ISCUSSIONS of re-uniting the 

Presbyterian Church, U. S., with the 
Presbyterian Church, USA, are frequent 
today. It is interesting to note some of 
the underlying ideas which the church 
fathers held when they organized the first 
General Assembly in 1861, as expressed 
in the Address to all the Churches of 
Jesus Christ Throughout the Earth, 
which was presented to that body by a 
committee of which Dr. James H. Thorn- 
well was chairman and adopted and sign- 
ed by each of the members of that first 
Assembly. 


Here are some extracts: 


DEARLY BELOVED BRETHREN: It is 
probably known to you that the presby- 
teries and synods in the Confederate 
States, which were formerly in connection 
with the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States of 
America, have renounced the jurisdiction 
of that body, and dissolved the ties which 
bound them ecclesiastically with their 
brethren of the North. This act of sep- 
aration left them without any formal 
union among themselves. But as they 
were one in faith and order, and still 
adhered to their old Standards, measures 
were promptly adopted for giving expres- 
sion to their unity, by the organization of 
a supreme court, upon the model of the 
one whose authority they had just re- 
linquished. Commissioners, duly ap- 
pointed, from all the presbyteries of these 
Confederate States, met accordingly, in 
the city of Augusta, on the fourth day of 
December, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-one, 
and then and there proceeded to constitute 
the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the Confederate States of 
America. . . . 


No Schism Intended 


We should be sorry to be regarded by 
our brethren in any part of the world 
as guilty of schism. We are not con- 
scious of any purpose to rend the body 
of Christ... . 

Two nations, under any circumstances 
except those of perfect homogeneousness, 
cannot be united in one church without 
the rigid exclusion of all civil and secular 
questions from its halls... . 

Had these principles been steadily 
maintained by the Assembly at Philadel- 
phia, it is possible that the ecclesiastical 
separation of the North and South might 
have been deferred for years to come. 
Our presbvteries, many of them, clung 
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with tenderness to the recollection of the 
past. Sacred memories gathered around 
that venerable church which had breasted 
many a storm and trained our fathers 
for glory. 

It has always been distinguished for 
its conservative influence, and many 
fondly hoped that, even in the present 
emergency, it would raise its placid and 
serene head above the tumults of popular 
passion, and bid defiance to the angry 
billows which rolled at its feet. We ex- 
pected it to bow in reverence only at the 
name of Jesus. Many dreamed that it 
would utterly refuse to know either Con- 
federates or Federalists, and utterly re- 
fuse to give any authoritative decree with- 
out a “thus saith the Lord.” It was ar- 
dently desired that the sublime spectacle 
might be presented of one church upon 
earth combining in cordial fellowship 
and in holy love the disciples of Jesus in 
different and even in hostile lands. But, 
alas! for the weakness of man, these 
golden visions were soon dispelled. . . . 

For the sake of peace, therefore, for 
Christian charity, for the honor of the 
church, and for the glory of God, we have 
been constrained, as much as in us lies, 
to remove all occasion of offense. We 
have quietly separated... . 


Follow National Lines 


Accordingly, in the Protestant coun- 
tries church organizations have followed 
national lines... . 

That the division 


into national 


churches, that is, churches bounded by 





THORNWELL—A national church, 
a benefit too obvious for proof. 


national lines, is, in the present condi- 
tion of human nature, a benefit, seems to 
us too obvious for proof... . 


If it is desirable that each nation 
should contain a separate and an inde- 
pendent church, the presbyteries of these 
Confederate States need no apology for 
bowing to the decree of Providence, 
which, in withdrawing their country 
from the government of the United States, 
has, at the same time, determined that 
they should withdraw from the church of 
their fathers. It is not that they have 
ceased to love it—not that they have 
abjured its ancient principles, or forgot- 
ten its glorious history. It is to give 
these same principles a richer, freer, 
fuller development among ourselves than 
they possibly could receive under foreign 
culture. It is precisely because we love 
that church as it was, and that church 
as it should be, that we have resolved, 
as far as in us lies, to realize its grand 
idea in the country and under the gov- 
ernment where God has cast our lot... . 

End of the quotations. 





Since we are one nation now it would 
seem, by the logic of the fathers, that we 
should be one church. 





NEXT WEEK ... 
Dr. LaMotte continues to show what 
the Southern leaders of 1861 said: 
John B. Adger 
James H. Thornwell 
B. M. Palmer 





Taft Finds It ‘Foolish’ 
To Bar Iron Curtain Delegates 


Dayton, O. (RNS)—Barring church- 
men who live behind the Iron Curtain 
from the Second Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches at Evanston, II1., 
in August would be “a foolish position 
to take,” Charles P. Taft said here. 

The Cincinnati attorney, a member of 
the World Council’s Central Committee, 
said that some groups, including the 
American Legion of Cook County (Chi- 
cago), had objected to the proposed at- 
tendance of Czechoslovakian, Hungarian 
and Polish churchmen at the Assembly. 

“None of those visitors is going to 
divert, convert or subvert any of us,” 
Mr. Taft told 300 church women here. 
He added, “They are going to find out 
many things about America contrary to 
what they have been told, and they are 
going back home with their Communis- 
tic beliefs shaken.” 











FACTS ABOUT EVANSTON 


Ecumenical Institute 


For the two weeks preceding the As- 
sembly (August 2-13) a once-in-a-life- 
time opportunity will be afforded to 
some 1500 ministers and other church 
workers and laymen to attend a series 
of lectures and discussions under leaders 
from the churches of Europe, Asia and 
Africa. Twelve seminaries of the Chi- 
cago area will cooperate in the program. 
There will be three lectures, three sem- 
inars, and ecumenical worship daily. 
Students may register for one or two 
weeks; $7.50. per week. Board and room 
available on campuses of the seminaries 
for men, women, couples. Write Dr. A. 
C. McGiffert, Chairman, Ecumenical In- 
stitute, 5757 University Avenue, Chi- 
cago, 37. 


Third Sunday Preaching 

On August 29, many overseas visitors 
will be preaching in the pulpits of Chi- 
cago and vicinity. 


Visitors Program 

During the sessions of the Assembly 
which are open only to delegates, a special 
visitors’ program has been planned, using 
Assembly personnel. In addition, visi- 
tors will be able to attend all plenary ses- 
sions, including those in which reports 
are debated and received. 


Local Church Observances 

It is hoped that on the Sunday the 
Assembly opens (August 15) many 
churches throughout the world will be 
using the same hymn with which the As- 
sembly will open, that the pastor will 
take his Scripture lesson from I Peter, 
which will form the basis of the As- 
sembly Bible study, and that the con- 
gregations will use the prayer for the As- 
sembly as part of their worship service. 


Symphony, Art 

On Thursday evening, August 19, a 
concert will be given by the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra, at Ravinnia Park. 
Also planned are art and photographic 
exhibits. 


On Their Own 

Many groups are cooperating ‘‘on their 
own.” The Hymn Society of America 
is conducting a competition for the best 
ecumenical hymn; an International Re- 
ligious Broadcasting Workshop will be 
held in New York July 26-August 6 
under the sponsorship of the National 
Council of the Churches; most church 
publications are scheduling special issues 
or a series of articles. 


BACKGROUND ABOUT THE 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


Who Belongs? 


161 member churches (denominations) 
in 48 countries on every continent. 31 


of these churches (denominations) are in 
the U.S.A. It is impossible, since churches 
use different census methods, to estimate 
the number of church members involved. 
The figure of 168 million has been used. 

“Principal authority” is in the hands 
of the General Assembly, which last met 
in 1948 at Amsterdam, Holland. Work 
is carried on through the Central Com- 
mittee of 90 which meets yearly, the Ex- 
ecutive Committee which meets every six 
months, and the secretariat. 


Presidents: 

The world Council has six presidents. 
Those currently serving are: Geoffrey 
Fisher, Archbishop of Canterbury; Arch- 
bishop Athenagoras, of the Greek Or- 
thodox Church; Marc Boegner, of 
France; Eivind Berggrav, of Norway; 
and G. Bromley Oxnam, of the United 
States. Sarah Chakko, of India, died 
recently. 

Work and Study are carried on through 
commissions or departments on Faith and 
Order, Evangelism, Interchurch Aid and 
Service to Refugees, Life and Work of 
Women in the Church, the Laity, Youth, 
Commission of the Churches on Interna- 
tional Affairs (jointly with the Interna- 
tional Missionary Council), the Study 
Department, and the Ecumenical Insti- 
tute. 


When Was the 

Formed? 

At Amsterdam, Holland, in August, 
1948, after a ten-year delay caused by 
World War II, during which time es- 
pecially in order to meet the needs of 
war sufferers, it “acted as if it existed.” 


Can the World Council Speak for 

Its Member Churches? 

Not with “authority.” It is sometimes 
said that the statements of the World 
Council have only the weight of their 
own intrinsic validity. The World Coun- 
cil has no authority or desire to impose 
its findings on any member church. 


World Council 


WHAT HAS THE WORLD 
COUNCIL ACCOMPLISHED? 


Its member churches have stayed to- 
gether, continued to discuss their prob- 
lems and to work together. Its fellow- 
ship has increased in numbers and 
strength. It has sent over $21,000,000 
and 25,000 tons of clothing and food to 
help people and Christian institutions 
through the aftermath of war. It has 
held a world theological conference, and 
conducted study work on a world-wide 
scale, seeking to relate Christian concepts 
to man’s increasingly complex and be- 
wildering life. Conferences have included 
an Asian Study Conference, and refugee 
conferences in cooperation with U. N. 
Ecumenical youth work camps have dem- 
onstrated the ecumenical principle at 


work, Christian statesmen at the U.N. 
have been reassured that they have the 
moral backing of Christians of many 
lands. All member churches have ex- 
perienced a richer, fuller Christian fe]- 
lowship. 


WHO WILL BE THERE 


600 official delegates chosen by the 
161 members of the W. C. C.; 175 from 
the U. S. A. Each member church has 
one or more delegates. It is hoped that 
at least a third of the delegates will be 
laymen. Wives and husbands may ac- 
company delegates. 

600 accredited 
chosen. 

150 consultants—outstanding leaders 
including many of the world’s best-known 
theologians and experts in the special 
“concerns” of the Assembly; invited by 
the Central Committee. 

120 youth consultants, chosen by the 
Youth Department in consultation with 
their churches; they will participate in 
all sessions of the Assembly. 

Fraternal delegates, from related re- 
ligious organizations. 

Official Observers — from churches 
which are not members of the W. C. C. 
Appointed by their own churches at the 
invitation of the W. C. C. Executive 
Committee. 

General Visitors—there are accommo- 
dations for 1600 at day plenary sessions, 
4600 at evening public meetings. Tickets 
have been made available to the member 
churches and can be secured through na- 
tional denominational headquarters.* A 
very few tickets will be available at the 
door at $1.00 per session. Section meet- 
ings are not open to visitors. 

Press—Press and wire services, radio 
and TV, the church press, and news pho- 
tographers. At least 400 can be ac- 
credited. 


WHAT THEY WILL DO 


When the delegates gather at Evan- 
ston, they will devote themselves first to 
the main theme, then break up for sev- 
eral days into six sections to explore the 
subthemes, coming together for final ple- 
nary sessions to report their findings and 
to write a message to the churches. Find- 
ings do not bind the member churches, 
except as they voluntarily accept them 
and are guided by them. 

At evening public meetings, major ad- 
dresses by top-ranking speakers will deal 
with the on-going work of the W. C. C. 
commissions and departments, relating 
these to Assembly themes, and with spe- 
cial topics of world interest. 

At business sessions, officers for the 
next five years will be elected, organiza- 
tional changes considered, and plans 
charted. 


visitors, similarly 





*General Visitors’ tickets have been or 
are being allotted by the boards and Gen- 
eral Council of the church. The Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., was assigned 25. 
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Letters to the Editors 





Keeping Up With Transient Presbyterians 





Good USA Service 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


Strange that good can come out of 
Nazareth! We in the ministry here in the 
border states again and again get letters 
from the Presbyterian, USA, Church tell- 
ing of people who have moved here (I got 
two this morning); Presbyterian Life, a 
USA publication, sends me changes of ad- 
dress which I may use in my work here 
and which I would recommend to the pub- 
lications in the U.S. church, just the same 
sticker on a card! These may go in more 
southernly states, and even to the deep, 
deep South! 

This may be a service rendered only 
by the liberal element, the unorthodox ele- 
ment, or the more radical element of 
Presbyterianism; but I trust they do not 
have a monopoly on the practice, for it 
is a good one. Yes, I have gotten an oc- 
casional letter from Atlanta about changes 
in addresses and an even more occasional 
one from a busy pastor, but this practice 
appears to be so efficient and effective— 
unless one considers the source too se- 
riously! 

After all they are people, and Presby- 
terian people, and maybe—even—God’s 
people. 

JoHn A. WoMELDORF. 
Princeton, W. Va. 


Presbyterian YOUTH 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


In the April -June issue of Presbyterian 
YOUTH, in the section for the Christian 
Outreach Commission, some misinforma- 
tion was given regarding White Cross 
work. (See bottom of page 74.) White 
Cross supplies are the special responsi- 
bility of the Women of the Church, with 
specific localities assigned to each Sy- 
nodical. Therefore, please disregard this 
suggestion in Presbyterian YOUTH. 

However, new and very urgent appeal 
for relief goods, including clothes, blan- 
kets, sheets, sewing needles and thread, 
soap and other items has just been made. 
If your Senior High Fellowship is inter- 
ested in such service to people in need 
around the world, write to the Department 
of Interchurch Aid, Board of World Mis- 
sions, Box 330, Nashville 1, Tennessee, for 
specific instructions. 

We sincerely hope that this has neither 
caused confusion to the Church, nor in- 
terfered with the significant service of the 
Women of the Church in White Cross 
Work. 

DEPARTMENT OF YOUTH WORK 
Board of Christian Education, 
Richmond, Va. 


Pre-Assembly Conference 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


All regular Commissioners and others 
throughout the church have been invited 
to attend the annual Pre-Assembly Con- 
ference on Evangelism, beginning May 
26, at 2:30 P. M. 

This one-day conference preceding the 
meeting of General Assembly, was begun 
last year as an experiment. So effective 
was it, and inspiring, that popular demand 
led to its continuation again this year. 


MAY 17, 1954 


Dr. Charles B. Templeton, noted evan- 
gelist of the National Council of Churches 
will highlight the outstanding program on 
the general theme, “Evangelism through 
Prayer and Assimilation.” Others featured 
include such authorities as Dr. John 
Sutherland Bonnell of New York City, Dr. 
Harry Denman, secretary of Evangelism 
of the Methodist Church, and Dr. Harold 
R. Martin, pastor of the Second Presby- 
terian Church of Bloomington, Illinois. 
Distinguished leaders of our own church 
will also assist in the program. 

Expenses of Commissioners for that day 
are being paid by the Division of Evan- 
gelism, however, it is hoped that many 
others from the Church at large may find 
it possible to attend. Commissioners 
should notify Montreat authorities of the 
time of their proposed arrival and others 
should make their own arrangements for 
entertainment. 

DIVISION OF EVANGELISM. 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Geneva Hall 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


In view of the resignation of Mrs. Rob- 
ert Coit, who will serve full-time with the 
Historical Foundation, all requests for 
reservations in Geneva Hall, Montreat, 
either as guests or for conferences should 
be sent to Miss Margaret E. Smith, Ge- 
neva Hall Reservation Office, Montreat, 
N..¢. 

Miss Smith is the daughter of a former 
Missionary to China, the Rev. Maxcy 
Smith. 

Mrs. Ira D. HOtt, 
Treasurer and Manager. 


Currie Article 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


The article by Tom Currie (April 26) 
is a spendid thing and should answer some 
questions that some seem to ask concern- 
ing the wisdom of reunion. I was happy 
to see him show how charts can be mis- 
leading, especially when the whole picture 
is not shown.... 

Max EckKE, Jr. 
New Orleans, La. 


MORE LETTERS .. . page 2 





General Assembly 
Commissioners 


(Continued from last week) 





This completes the list of Commission- 
ers appearing here weekly since March 29. 


SYNOD OF TENNESSEE 


Columbia—(M)*—Albert E. Dimmock, 
Atlanta; (E)*—Joe W. Hamilton, Fayette- 
ville. 

Memphis—(M)—R. L. Jetton, Covington; 
Alex W. Hunter, Robt. S. Hough, A. Clarke 
Dean, (E)—John R. Wallace, Clifford w. 


*(M)—Ministers; *(E)—Elders. Where 
no city follows a commissioner’s name, 
his home town is the next one listed. 


Coleman, A. Van Pritchartt, Memphis; W,. 
B. Cook, Trenton. 

Nash ville—(M)—A. L. Currie, Walter R. 
Courtenay, Thomas C, Barr, (E)—Henry H. 
Hill, R. S. Reynolds, Nashville; E. G. Rob- 
erts, Wartrace, 


SYNOD OF TEXAS 

Brazos—(M)—Chas. L. King, J. H. M. 
Boyce, Joe M. Owen, Houston; Robt. H. 
Bullock, Sherman; Faries J. McDaniel, La- 
Marque; William A. Baine, (E)—Grant 
Webster, Bellaire; Edward T. Noel, Phil 
Nathans, Houston; W. W. McLean, La- 
Marque; J. G. Whitten, Navosota; Nor- 
man Jensen, Beaumont. 

Central—(M)—John C. Solomon, Cam- 
eron; Roy T. Sherrod, aot (E)—Tom W. 
Johnson, a, _ Robt. Hague, Waco. 
M. Rd. Sr., Milford; 
Guy B. Duff, paelieee: Richmond McKin- 
ney, Ennis; Wm. M. Elliott, Jr., Allen H. 
Craft, (E)-—Chester Cole, Dallas; ¥.: £. 
Byrd, Vernon; Alden C. Mann, Happy; Mel- 
= Moore, Amarillo; Lee Shaller, Claren- 
aon. 

El Paso—(M)—Lewis O. Waterstreet, 
Midland; Paul D. Wright, Pecos; (E)—C. 
D. Birdsong, Crane; Louis Cunningham, El 
Paso. 

Mid-Texas—(M)—Robt. F. Jones, Flynn 
V. Long, R. W. Jablonowski, Jr., (E)—H. P. 
Moore, Ft. Worth; Maxwell Turner, Sani- 
torium; Crawford C. Martin, Hillsboro. 

Paris—(M)—J. J. Wester, Troup; J. B. 
Storey, Sherman; (E)—Fred P. Johnson, 
Bonham; Swanson Yarbrough, Tyler. 

Texas-Mexican—(M)—J. L. Leos, Vic- 
toria; (E)—E. M. Pimentel, Corsicana. 

Western Texas—(M)—Conway T. Whar- 
ton, Jr., Edinburg; Sherwood Reisner, Fal- 
furrias; David L. Stitt, Austin; Geo. Mauze, 
Harvard A. Anderson, (E)—W. L. Clyborne, 
W. O. Murray, Sr., San Antonio; G. B. 
McKamey, Port Lavaca; Harvey Norton, 
McAllen, J. J. Ryan, Seguin. 





SYNOD OF MISSOURI 


Late Addition: Upper Missouri—(M)— 
mony Fag -derick, (E)—Grady Spencer, Kan- 
sas ty 


SYNOD OF VIRGINIA 

East Hanover—(M)—John H. Marion, 
Bon Air; W. B. McIlwaine, Petersburg; P. 
H. Carmichael, Connolly C. Gamble, Pau) 
Tudor Jones, (E)—Eldon D. Wilson, Boll- 
ing H. Ellis, Richmond; S. J. Patterson, 
Jr., Bon Air; John C. Anderson, Peters- 
burg; J. L. Sanders, Colonial Heights. 

Lexington—(M)—F. W. Price, L. W. 
Kessler, O. W. Perrell, Lexington; H. G. 
Allen, Harrisonburg; Tv. H. Grafton, Staun- 
ton; (E)—R. G. Craig, Craigsville; J. Sey- 
bert Hansel, Monterey; C. W. Wade, Ra- 
phine; S. F. McClure, Jr., Spottswood; W. 
C. Shiflet, Swoope 

Montgomery—(M)—J. Howard Macrae, 
Richmond; F. Hubert Morris, Covington; 
B. F. Sperow, Narrows; Fred McCorkle, 
Stuart; Wm. R. Sengel, (E)—G. M. Rob- 
erts, Radford; Paul Farmer, Altavista; B. 
H. McKeever, Roanoke; R. M. Wert, Lynch- 
burg; W. W. Halligan, Clifton Forge. 

Norfolk—(M)—Donald G. Miller, Rich- 
mond; Raymond C. Flitton, Lynnhaven; 
Jas. E. Graham, Portsmouth; John H. Grey 
II, Williamsburg; Royce K, McDonald, (E) 

-Edward L. Breeden, Donald L. Smith, 
Norfolk; Thos W. Brooks, Warwick; E. 
R. Lewis, Zuni; Geo. J. Dobbins, Hampton. 

Potomac—(M)—Kenneth G. Phifer, Ben- 
jamin A. Lynt, Alexandria; David C. Craw- 
ford, Jr., Leesburg; John O. Taxis, Bethes- 
da; (E)—B. Louis Goodyear, Baltimore; 
Edward N. Stirwalt, Donald G. Benn, Falls 
church; Newman Hopkins, Nokesville. 

Roanoke—(M)—F. W. Hobbie, Chatham; 
A. R. Bolls, Ringgold; (E)—John Booze, 
South Boston; W. H. Shith, Charlotte, C. H. 

West Hanover—(M)—David H. W. Burr, 
Charlettesville; W. B. Rogers, Hampden- 
Sydney; (E)—W. L. Lord, Orange; B. C. 
Bass, Rice. 

Winchester—(M)—W. B. Abbot, Berry- 
ville; J. Stanton Blain, Woodstock; Geo. 
D. Jackson, (E)—J. H. "Lowden, Winches- 
ter; Melvin Shick, Front Royal; Ray Parks, 
Charles Town. 


SYNOD OF WEST VIRGINIA 
Bluestone—(M)—Don R. Brandon, Welch; 
Howard H. Gordon, (E)—Paul S. Hudgins, 
Bluefield; A. W. Steller, Princeton. 
Greenbrier—(M)—J. D. Arbuckle, Cass; 
J. ¥. Moore, 
Lewisburg; H. Nickell Kramer, Ronceverte. 
Kanawha—(M)—Donald H. Goshorn, 
Richmond, Va.; Paul J. Coblentz, (Brazil), 
Chester, Va.; Cecil O. Eanes, Kenova; A. 
D. Ellison, WwW. E. Crane, (E)—Carl A. Tur- 
ner, Charleston; W. H. McFadden, St. Al- 
bans; S. J. Maynard, Logan; Chas. C. Lip- 
scomb, Seth; Arthur R. McVittie, Glen 
Ferris. 
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EDITORIAL 


The Admission Is Worse 
Than the Accusation 


Mr. Keyes’ letter (page 2) about his 
reference to Charles Jones in his Houston 
talk is doubtless more informative than 
he realized it would be. 

We are glad, of course, to be able to 
make the correction which Mr. Keyes 
requests of us. 

Our earlier editorial comment was not 
so much concerned with whether he made 
the charge as claimed as with trying to 
answer the inquirer’s question as to Mr. 
Jones’ present work—not a USA minister 
but pastor of an independent church in 
Chapel Hill while he is affliliated with 
the Congregational Christian communion. 

As Mr. Keyes points out, he sought to 
have his audience believe that the USA 
people are suspect because they used some 
program material written by Charles 
Jones. Mr. Keyes is very careful to give 
the references to the material, dates, pages 
and other citations. He is as careful 
about these details as he can be. Indeed, 
he is so careful that you begin to wonder 
about them. Like some of his charts, 
he points out the wrong things and he 
misses the “weightier matters of the 
law.” 

The things Mr. Keyes does not say, 
however, are painfully significant. He 
does not tell you when Mr. Jones was 
invited to prepare this material (with 
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reference to difficulties which he experi- 
enced in his presbytery). Lesson writers 
have to be secured a long time in advance 
(the records show that he was invited 
to undertake this assignment on Sept. 
29, 1952 when few people outside the 
presbytery knew that there was difficulty 
in connection with the Chapel Hill 
church). 

While his reference appears to be care- 
fully designed to discredit the USA 
church, Mr. Keyes makes no reference to 
the fact that at no time did his presby- 
tery prefer formal charge against Mr. 
Jones or find him guilty of such charges, 
or even, up to the last, declare him not to 
be in good standing in our church. His 
statement that Mr. Jones’ relation to our 
church was severed is an error. 

Most important of all, however, Mr. 
Keyes tells his hearers nothing of what 
the three lessons in Counsel (for teachers 
and parents of Junior Hi young people) 
contain. He points to nothing in the ten 
pages which by any stretch of imagina- 
tion he can take issue with. 

The fact of the matter is that Mr. 
Jones has done a very careful piece of 
work in a field in which he has a great 
deal of competence. He seeks to help 
teachers and parents make vivid to this 
Pioneer age group what it really means 
in terms of life and death to be a Chris- 
tian in a pagan world. 

Of course it is possible in any docu- 
ment to take a fine-tooth comb and pick 
up something that can be suspected, but 
it would take a hyper-critical individual, 
indeed, to find anything in these three 
discussions that is not designed to press 
upon teen-agers the imperative of com- 
plete dedication and loyalty to Jesus 
Christ. They are persistently pointed to 
the dangers of conforming to an easy, 
meaningless and superficial affiliation 
with the church and they are told: 

“The duty of the church in our time is 
not only one of winning converts; it is 
also, as in the days of Constantine, one 
of purifying and renewing the mind and 
spirit of its members so that it may prove 
the will of God.” 

It is to be regretted that Mr. Keyes or 
any of the opponents of reunion should 
be so careless as to discuss this material 
without apparently having read it. Evi- 
dently he has not read it for he makes 
no mention of its contents. If he reads 
it, he will recognize that it is valuable, 
it is true to historic facts, and, instead of 
proving what is charged, it rather dem- 
onstrates the obvious desire of the USA 
church to confront its people with the 
demand for a complete and uncompro- 
mising surrender to Christ. 

Indeed, the material is so good that 
we could wish Mr. Keyes might incor- 
porate some or all of it in his own talks 
that he is giving in place of so many 
items that are of dubious validity. 

There’s so much bad in the best of us, 

And so much good in the worst of us, 

That it ill-behooves any of us 

To talk about the rest of us. 


No Bog of Generalities 


We can all be very proud of the As- 
sembly’s Council on Christian Relations. 
Its forthright statement condemning ra- 
cial segregation (OUTLOOK, May 3) in 
all those situations where the church has 
any relationship to it is something new 
for a Southern church. It is clear and 
specific. It cannot be misunderstood. It 
avoids the usual temptation to talk about 
brotherhood and racial goodwill and jus- 
tice and other good objectives which all 
too frequently make us, in a bad sense, 
all things to all men. 

This pioneering statement confronts 
us with the demand, which none can deny, 
that the Christian church is to dominate 
and not be dominated by its culture. In 
pointing to enforced segregation, which 
it calls “out of harmony with Christian 
theology and ethics,” this report then 
specifies ways in which our church and 
its institutions must seek to bring prac- 
tice in line with the demands of the gos- 
pel. 


By such a statement as this we do not 
deceive ourselves. We do not adopt such 
vague generalities as to make us feel we 
have done something when we have done 
nothing at all. If the Assembly refuses 
to adopt the statement then we will know 
exactly what it refuses and we will not 
go home pleased that we have been adroit 
or diplomatic or inoffensive. If we turn 
it down we will know that we have done 
nothing at all. 


In contrast with this clear statement, 
some of state groups in the South feel 
called upon to offer precautionary advice 
in view of the anticipated Supreme Court 
ruling abolishing segregation in the pub- 
lic schools. Some of these are clear and 
helpful and say what needs to be said. 
Others appear to be fearful of coming to 
grips with the basic issues and they con- 
tent themselves with the sort of platitudes 
that we condemn in political speeches. 

The Georgia Council of Churches is a 
young and somewhat untried body, all 
will recognize, but it is to be regretted 
that its statement in this field does not 
really define the issue or do more than 
dwell on the level of inoffensive general- 
ities. Everybody ought to be able to agree 
that God is concerned about all relation- 
ships and that leaders are under obliga- 
tion to God; that “a calm, intelligent 
Christian study” would be good, that we 
ought to act “in the spirit of Christ,” that 
we ought to remember this country’s basic 
foundations, that Christians ought to 
“oppose every encroachment on human 
liberty, every racial discrimination, and 
every lack of reverence for God or for 
man whom God has created in his 
image.” Further, that the Christian 
people ought to support those who “ex- 
press Christian convictions in public 
life.” 


The trouble is that people have long 
been able to accept and say all those 
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FEEDING LAMBS IS HARD WORK 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“Feed my lambs.”—John 21:15. 


ETER was a countryman. He un- 

derstood very well what Jesus meant 
when he said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 
Up to a few weeks ago the present writer 
had always supposed that Peter, big 
rough vigorous fisherman that he was, 
might have felt somewhat hurt by Jesus’ 
command. Feeding lambs! Any child 
could do that, couldn’t she? In fact, how 
could a lamb need to be fed? Just leave 
it with its mother and let nature take care 
of the rest. Or if the mother dies, pour 
a little milk into a saucer and let the 
lamb take over just like a kitten. Peter 
must have thought Jesus was demoting 
him. 

But those were the thoughts of ignor- 
nce. After a visit with a sheep-raising 
farmer, seeing what it takes to feed some 
lambs, the writer is now able to report 
from personal observation that feeding 
lambs is hard work. 


O BEGIN with, the lambs have to be 

expected. The sheep-raiser cannot 
afford to be surprised by the arrival of 
his lambs. He must know they are com- 
ing and when they are coming and be pre- 
pared for them. 


Then after they are here, he has to 
keep counting them, a visual and math- 
ematical feat which must require long 
practice. Furthermore, he has to know 
the lambs individually, enough to know 
which lambs need feeding. Some of them 
get along pretty well by themselves; but 
some do not, and these are the ones that 
call for the most work. Some little lambs 
are born so small and feeble that they 
look almost more like sick kittens than 
what they are supposed to be. 

A lamb may not know how to get milk 
from its mother, and what is more, the 
old ewe may take a strong dislike to her 
puny child. She will stand with the 
wrong side to it, or stand in such a way 
that the lamb could not suckle even if 
it knew how—which this one doesn’t. 
The farmer has to throw that ewe down 
and literally sit on her (try it some time 
for exercise)—but that is not enough. 
He has to take that lamb in one hand 
and teach it how to get milk from its 
mother. Nobody seems to like the proc- 
ess, neither the lamb nor its mother nor 





things and at the same time maintain and 
uphold racial segregation. 

What we like about the Christian Rela- 
tions statement is that it makes it clear 
that you can’t do both. 

We have often floundered about in a 
sea of generalities. Regardless of the 
outcome, this is one time we can’t be 
accused of that failing. 
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the farmer, but it has to be done. Three 
times a day it has to be done, or you 
will have a dead lamb. Sometimes they 
die anyway, but in most cases it works, 
and eventually the lamb knows enough to 
fend for itself. Sometimes another ewe 
has to be taught to take care of her sister’s 
lamb, and that is not easy. 

Sometimes everything else fails and the 
lamb has to be taken to the farm kitchen 
and fed, only not from a saucer. A lamb 
can’t drink from a saucer any more than 
a horse can. It needs a bottle just like 
a baby. Putting one thing together with 
another, the lamb-feeder’s lot is not an 
easy one. 

Peter understood “Feed mv lambs” for 
what it was: a challenge. It takes a 
strong man, and a smart one, to feed 
lambs. It takes a determined man and 
stubborn, for if there are two creatures 
more stubborn than a lamb that doesn’t 
want to take milk and a ewe that doesn’t 
want to give it, they are not to be seen 
this side of an alligator farm. 


HE PARABLE for pastors is perfect- 
ly plain. The word pastor itself means 
sheep-herder, raiser of lambs. And feed- 
ing human lambs calls for hard work. 
The pastor ought to expect his lambs. 
They may be a problem to him, but they 
should not over-run him with surprise. 
Problem they are; but one that he should 
be expecting, one for which he has made 
good plans. The good pastor will count 
his lambs too; and human lambs are 
harder to locate and pin down than their 
four-footed models. 
What a failure the pastor is who can- 
not answer the simple question: Where 
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is your flock? Where are your lambs? 
The good pastor will not only know how 
many were at Sunday school this morn- 
ing, he will know how many weren't. 
The Sunday school roll, the church roll, 
are important; but equally important 
(more so, Jesus implied) are the lambs 
not on the roll that ought to be there. 

Is it being disrespectful to old Mother 
Church if one suggests that maybe the 
church is the ewe in the case? Old, 
woolly, self-contented and not too bright, 
some churches are like some ewes, for 
certain. The lambs are there and they 
need their suppers; but old Mother 
Church is sometimes mighty slow about 
doing anything about it. She stands 
stubbornly with her wrong side to the 
lamb—and many a lamb has left for good 
just because the church’s better side was 
never made evident. Or she may take 
no interest in this particular lamb. Of 
her healthy offspring she is proud, but 
of those that are not, she takes little no- 
tice. The pastor sometimes has to exert 
a good deal of pressure to get the church 
to feed her own lambs. When he has 
on his hands a church that is not feeding 
her children and children who do not 
want what the church has to offer, he 
as a problem that sometimes calls for 
“main strength and awkwardness.” The 
pastor at times has to be smarter, stouter 
and more stubborn than the church and 
her children combined. 

For lambs are like people. Exhorta- 
tions do not seem to do much good. They 
have to be taken in hand and taught the 
hard way. They are not to be raised by 
sitting by the parsonage stove and read- 
ing the Shepherd Psalm. You have to go 
out in the rain after them, in the sheep 
barn where they are. 

Jesus was born in such a place. He 
knew. 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Council Asks No 
Discrimination 


Georgia News Letter 

The Georgia Council of Churches, 
speaking not for but to the 505,000 Chris- 
tians who are members of the council’s 
constituent denominations, recently called 
for opposition to “every encroachment 
on human liberty, every racial discrim- 
ination, and every lack of reverence for 
God or man whom God has created in 
his image.” ‘This statement was issued 
in the face of three problems which were 
cited: ‘“‘the impending decision of the 
Supreme Court on segregation in the pub- 
lic schools; the state security question- 
naire; the forthcoming campaigns for 
political office.” The council made it 
clear that it spoke for no one but itself 
but it said, “Whatever affects people is 
the concern of our Lord, and therefore of 
his church. Christ revealed to the world 
the heart of a God who is concerned for 
men in every relationship of life.” The 
council called for a calm, intelligent, 
Christian study of the issues involved, 
and then urged people “to speak openly 
and uncompromisingly for action in ac- 
cordance with Christian principles, al- 
ways with and in the spirit of Christ.” 


Midway Church Marks 
Two Hundred Years 
“Old Midway” church, the most his- 





toric in Georgia, recently observed its bi- 
centennial, with Senator Richard B. Rus- 
sell as the featured speaker. Midway was 
never a Presbyterian church but four 
Presbyterian churches were developed 
from it and more than 30 Presbyterian 
ministers and missionaries have come 
from its membership. A pageant in 13 
episodes told the long story. The Third 
Army band played. General Joseph B. 
Fraser was chairman of arrangements. 


East Alabama and Atlanta 
Join to Begin New Work 

Carl Wilson, of Trinity church, Mont- 
gomery, just graduating from Fuller The- 
ological Seminary in California, is to 
lead a new work jointly supported by 
East Alabama and Atlanta Presbyteries 
at Shawmutt (Ala.). Chief opportunity 
is among the large number of textile 
workers who live in a chain of five towns 
in Chambers County who are employed by 
the West Point Manufacturing Co. Mr. 
Wilson has long been interested in mis- 
sions and may eventuallly become a for- 
eign missionary. He was formerly active 
in the Inter-Varsity Fellowship. 


Miscellany 


Ten officers of the Republic of Korea 
Army, now at Fort Benning, joined the 
First Church, Columbus, on a recent Sun- 
day, with an interpreter on hand... . 
The Vineville church in Macon was one 
of several churches damaged when « tor- 
nado struck in that area recently. . . .The 
Sandersville church was recently re-or- 
organized with 21 members. It is the 
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In order to finance a new Sanctuary, the members of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Monessen, Pa., recently pledged $85,524 
to oversubscribe their building fund campaign on schedule. Out 
of a possible 138 giving units, 122 subscribed. Although this 
firm seldom directs an appeal for less than $100,000, the cost 
of this campaign was surprisingly modest. 

. lam 
perfectly certain the results would not have been as they are 
without you,” commented Mr. H. R. Pore, Jr., general chairman. 


“Your director’s work was admirable in every way . . 
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only Presbyterian church in Washington 
County. . . . Six laymen recently led an 
interesting series of Sunday evening serv- 
ices in the Milledgeville church on 
“What Christ Means to Me.” . . . The 
town of Hawkinsville was recently sur- 
veyed by 23 men of nearby churches, 
There is no Presbyterian church in Pu- 
laski County, of which Hawkinsville is 
the county seat... . J A new church has 
been organized by Atlanta Presbytery at 
Clarkston, seven miles east of Decatur, 
. .. Also one at Sandy Springs, 12 miles 
north of Atlanta (80 members). .. . 
These two efforts are sponsored by the 
Presbyterian Officers Association of At- 


lanta.... Atlanta Presbytery’s student 
center, across from the Georgia Tech 
campus, was recently opened. . . .South- 


west Georgia Presbytery is urging every 
church to send its pastor to the New Or- 
leans men’s convention next October and 
have laymen fill the pulpit on ““Laymen’s 
Sunday”—Oct. 18. . . . Twelve churches 
in Southwest Georgia Presbytery recently 
held simultaneous evangelistic services 
with Savannah Presbytery ministers 
preaching. This month the plan is to 
be worked in reverse. . . . The Athens 
Presbytery Rural Training Program has 
been terminated and this work is now 
under the direct supervision of the presby- 
tery. Heretofore it has been directed by 
Cecil A. Thompson of Columbia Sem- 
inary. 
W. B. CLEMmons. 

Columbus. 


UNITED CHURCH WOMEN 


Church Women Ask 


Weapon Restraint 


Granp Rapips, MicH. (RNS)—The 
Board of Managers of United Church 
Women, meeting here, urged the United 
States government to “persist in its de- 
termination not to initiate thermo-nu- 
clear warfare” and to avoid unilateral 
decisions to use atomic, hydrogen, cobalt 
or other weapons of mass destruction. 

The Protestant group, a department 
of the National Council of Churches, also 
asked the government to “conduct no such 
future experiments as would endanger the 
lives and food supplies of our own or 
other peoples.” It called upon the gov- 
ernment to “continue efforts through the 
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UN disarmament commission to achieve 
an enforcement system of general dis- 
armament.” 

In another action, the board voted to 
send a letter to women of the churches in 
Japan telling of its concern over “un- 
foreseen effects of the recent hydrogen 
bomb tests in the Pacific” on the Japan- 
ese fishing industry. 

The women also dispatched a telegram 
to Secretary of State John Foster Dulles 
at the Geneva Conference expressing their 


hope for a just settlement of the Korean 
War and an end of the fighting in Indo- 
China. 

The board commended President Eisen- 
hower for his statement before the United 
States Chamber of Commerce expressing 
hope that the great powers meeting in 
Geneva will “see the futility of depend- 
ing on war or the threat of war as a means 
of settling international disputes.” 

They also praised the President for 
his proposal that the UN create an atomic 


energy agency to encourage the use of 
fissionable material for raising living 
standards in all countries. 


Aggressive Policy Described 


Paul Hutchinson of Chicago, editor of 
the Christian Century, told the board that 
the United States is making many ene- 
mies abroad due to an aggressive policy 
of establishing foreign military bases. He 
said Americans should consider carefully 

(Continued next page) 
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the interest of other peoples in their new 
role of world leadership. 

The board voted to ask Mrs. James 
D. Wyker of Mt. Vernon, Ohio, president 
of United Church Women, to lead an in- 
ternational team of women on a tour of 
foreign countries which observe the 
World Day of Prayer in February. 


It designated Mrs. David D. Baker 
of New York, editor of The Church 
Woman, as the other American team 
member. The rest of the team will be 
made up of women from the so-called 
“younger churches” overseas. 


The team will invite women of the 
younger churches to attend the national 
assembly of United Church Women in 
Cleveland, Nov. 7-10, 1955. 
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Presbyterian-Reformed 
Meetings Are Planned 


PHILADELPHIA (RNS)—Plans to hold 
mass-meetings of Presbyterian-Reformed 
people in 30 American cities from now 
until June 15 were announced here by 
Ansley Cunningham Moore of Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., chairman of a committee pro- 
moting the gatherings. 


Dr. Moore’s group was set up by joint 
action of the committees on church union 
of the nation’s three major Presbyterian 
bodies. The meetings are aimed at “high- 
lighting the common Presbyterian-Re- 
formed heritage and its importance for 
mission and unity in the church,” Dr. 
Moore said. 

On the committee with Dr. Moore, pas- 
tor of Pittsburgh’s Sixth United Presby- 
terian church, are Paul Tudor Jones of 
Grace Covenant Presbyterian, U.S., 
church, Richmond, Va., and Raymond 
V. Kearns, Jr. of Broad Street Presby- 
terian, USA, Church, Columbus, O. 


Presbyterian-Reformed leaders in the 





key cities are being asked to arrange the 
meetings, Dr. Moore said, and local com- 
mittees will choose the date, place and 
principal speakers for them. At the meet- 
ings, he said, massed choirs from the 
cooperating churches will sing special 
music. 

Dr. Moore said this summer will mark 
a “milestone in the history of Protestan- 
tism,” with the meeting of the 17th Gen- 
eral Council of the World Presbyterian 
Alliance at Princeton, N. J., July 27- 
Aug. 5; the Second Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches at Evanston, 
Ill., Aug. 17-31; and the voting on union 
of the Presbyterian Church, USA, Pres- 
byterian Church, U.S., and United Pres- 
byterian Church, at their respective Gen- 
eral Assemblies. 


Some 454 delegates plus 74 women 
corresponding members and 74 youth 
corresponding members are expected at 
the World Presbyterian Alliance sessions. 
They will represent 65 Presbyterian and 
Reformed communions with a constitu- 
ency of 42,000,000 people. 








Opening session of 1953 General Assembly 
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DISCOVERING SPIRITUAL 
+. RESOURCES 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for May 30, 1954 
Il Kings 4:8-37; 6:8-23 Print 6:18-27 


Two of our recent lessons were con- 
cerned with the prophet Elijah. This 
week we take a look at Elisha, Elijah’s 
notable successor in the prophetic office. 
Elisha took up the work that Elijah had 
begun and carried it to a successful con- 
clusion. He set in motion the forces that 
finally eradicated Baal worship from the 
land. More important, by a life of sym- 
pathy and helpfulness he won back the 
hearts of the people to Jehovah, the God 
of Israel. He died sixty years after the 
translation of Elijah, full of years, and 
held in honor by king and people. 

In many respects his ministry reminds 
us of that of Elijah; in other respects it 
is widely different. For example, Elijah 
was a prophet who lived in the wilderness 
and was fond of solitude. Elisha lived 
in the cities and was fond of society. The 
first was a prophet of judgment; the sec- 
ond was a prophet of mercy. Elijah 
brings before us the figure of John the 
Baptist; Elisha reminds us at times— 
but not always—by any means, of Jesus 
of Nazareth. 

We do not have any connected account 
of the life of Elisha, but rather a series 
of disconnected stories, folk-tales that 
were told from generation to generation, 
and were finally set down by the sacred 
historian. Whatever questions we may 
have about some of the details of these 
popular accounts the character of the 
prophet is clearly revealed, and also some- 
thing of the significance of his career. 


1 

It will help us to appreciate the inci- 
dent chosen for our particular study if 
we glance over these Elisha stories as a 
whole. 

1. Elisha becomes the disciple of Elijah 
(I Kings 19:15-21). 

2. Elisha succeeds Elijah as_ the 
prophet of the Lord (II Kings 2:1-18). 

3. He heals the waters of Jericho 
(2:19-22). 

4. He curses the mocking boys (2:23- 
25) who call him a baldhead, whereupon 
she-bears come out of the wood and tear 
forty-two of them. This is the one inci- 
dent that has left a blight on the good 
name of Elisha. Bethel was the chief 
center of the false worship instituted by 
Jeroboam. To term a man a bald-head 
was in that day a grievous insult. The 
boys were insulting Elisha, who has just 
succeeded Elijah, evidently because he 
claimed to be a prophet. It should be 
clearly recognized, however, that Elisha 
in this incident falls short of the spirit 
of Jesus, and is not to be held up for 
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our emulation. The Bible does not in- 
dicate that God sent the bears to rend 
the lads. Elisha was still a young man 
and had not yet learned to control his 
temper. He lived to a ripe old age and 
has no other similar lapse to his dis- 
credit. 


5. He aids in the successful war with 
Moab (3:1-27). 

6. He 
(4:1-7). 

7. He blesses the Shunamite woman 
(4:8-37). A wealthy woman living in 
Shunem builds a “prophet’s chamber” in 
which Elisha may rest whenever he is 
in the neighborhood ; the prophet offers to 
speak a good word for her to the King, 
but the woman declines, saying, “I [pre- 
fer to] dwell among my own people.” 
The prophet announces that before the 
year is out she shall bear a son, knowing 
that this is the secret desire of her heart. 
When the boy has grown to be a lad he 
sickens and dies. The grief-stricken 
mother sends for Elisha, who “‘lay upon 
the child, putting his mouth upon his 
mouth, his eyes upon his eyes, and his 
hands upon his hands,” and as he stretch- 
ed himself out upon him the child is re- 
stored to life. 

8. He cures a mess of poisoned pottage 
(4:38-41). 

9. He multiplies a few loaves and some 
grain (4:42-44). 

10. He heals Naaman of his leprosy 
(5:1-27). 

11. He makes an ax head to swim 
(6:1-7). 

12. He saves Israel from the armies of 
Syria (6:8-32). 

13. He predicts the relief of Samaria 
(6:24-7:20). 

14. He tells Hazael that he will suc- 
ceed Ben-hadad as king of Samaria 
(8:7-15). 

15. He causes Jehu to be anointed king 
of Israel (chapters 9-10). Ahab had in- 
troduced Baal worship into Israel, and 
this cruel and licentious worship was 
continued by his sons, dominated as their 
father had been by Jezebel, the queen 
mother. Elisha throws the support of 
the prophetic party behind Jehu, one of 
Ahab’s generals, encourages him to revolt 
against his royal master, and extirpate 
Baal worship from the land. Jehu does 
so, killing the King, Joram, his mother, 
Jezebel, all of Ahab’s kin, and all known 
supporters of Baal in one of the most ter- 
rible blood baths in history. Elisha con- 
gratulates Jehu on restoring the worship 
of Jehovah in Israel, but a later prophet 


increases the widow’s oil 


(with truer insight into the character of 
Israel’s God) denounces Jehu’s purge as 
a sin against God and man, which must 
bring its inevitable retribution (Hosea 
1:4-5). 

il 

Most of the miracles associated with 
Elisha’s name, it will be observed, are 
performed for the benefit of individuals 
and reveal the kindly, beneficent aspects 
of his character. So he heals the waters 
of Jericho by casting salt into them, and 
the land recovers its fertility; a prophet’s 
widow has her oil increased and thus 
obtains the means of preventing her two 
sons from being sold as slaves on account 
of her husband’s debts; for his rich, but 
childless hostess at Shunem he obtains 
the gift of a son, and later restores him 
to life; he recovers even so slight a thing 
as a lost ax head; he provides an antidote 
for the poisonous herbs dropped into the 
community’s food supply; he multiplies 
loaves and grain so that a hundred men 
may not go away hungry. As the story 
of these doings spread through the coun- 
tryside, the people’s affection and rever- 
ence grew, not only for Elisha, but also 
for the God in whose name he wrought, 
a God whom they perceived was concern- 
ed with the everyday wants of little 
people, as well as those who had influence 
and rank. 

Most of the other stories that men loved 
to tell about Elisha had to do with his 
political concern. Elisha used his pro- 
phetic gifts to advance the welfare of his 
nation, in the war against Moab, in the 
war against Syria, and in the struggle 
against Baal and all of its attendant 
evils. 

“For many years,” says Geikie, “he 
was the foremost subject in the land, for 
he died under the third king of a dynasty 
which he had founded. Jehosaphat con- 
sults him in war. Joram seeks his advice 
respecting the treatment of prisoners. 
Benhadad of Damascus sends to him in 
sickness. Hazael, the future king, is 
awed before him, and Naaman listens to 
him with the lowliest respect.”” When 
he died at a ripe old age, full of years 
and of honor, Joash, king of Israel, wept 
before him crying, “My father, my father. 
The chariots of Israel and its horse- 
men” (II Kings 13:14). So he testified 
that Elisha was worth more to the morale 
and to the safety of Israel than many 
divisions, 

Wi 

One of the most revealing of the stories 
reflecting Elisha’s concern for the wel- 
fare of the state is the one included in 
our printed lesson. Border raids between 
Israel and Syria were of frequent occur- 
rence. Syria was a strong kingdom to 
the northwest of Israel. Rezon made 
himself king of this country during the 
reign of Solomon and troubled this strong 
monarch all his days. The same nation 
warred successfully against Israel in the 
days of Baasha and again in the days 
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of Omri. Ahab had driven them back, 
but in his last campaign against them 
had lost his life. During the reign of 
Jehoram, who is now king, they seem to 
invade the country at will. On one such 
occasion Benhadad II counseled with his 
servants saying, “At such and such a 
place shall be my camp.” His purpose 
apparently was to establish an ambus- 
cade, in which his troops might seize the 
king of Israel. But Elisha, who possess- 
ed the power of a clairvoyant informed 
Jehoram of Benhadad’s plans, and Je- 
horam having ascertained through a mes- 
senger that Elisha’s words were true, 
changed his plans, and Benhadad was 
cheated of his prey. This happened time 
and time again, until Benhadad suspected 
that there was a fifth columnist in his 
ranks. One of his counselors convinced 
him that this was not the case, but that 
Elisha, well known in Syria because of 
his cure of Naaman, possessed superna- 
tural powers which enabled him to in- 
form Jehoram of their every move. 

Benhaded thereupon sent spies who 
reported that the prophet was making his 
abode in Dothan, a town ten miles north 
of Samaria in a small plain through 
which passed the great caravan road from 
Damascus to Egypt. The king then dis- 
patched a strong body of men to capture 
Elisha and bring him as a prisoner be- 
fore him. During the night the army 
completely surrounded the village, so that 
escape seemed a physical impossibility. 

In the morning Elisha’s servant beheld 
the mighty army, and cried out in dis- 
may, “Alas, my master! What shall we 
do?” 

Elisha calmly responded, ‘Fear not, 
those who are with us are more than those 
who are with them.” He speaks as a 
man of faith, certain of God’s protecting 
care, whether he beholds an angelic host 
about him or not. Then he prayed, “O 
Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes that he 
may see’’—not, it will be observed, that 
God will send an army of his angels to 
protect him, but that his eves may be 
opened so that he may see the heavenly 
force which even now protects them from 
danger. “So the Lord opened his eyes,” 
we read, “and he saw, and behold, the 
mountain was full of horses and chariots 
of fire round about Elisha. We are not 
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to think that they were horses of flesh 
and blood, actual chariots of fire. If it 
had been so, there would have been no 
need for the eyes of his servant to have 
been opened. But the protection was 
none the less real. 


IV 
Writes F. W. Farrar: 


“Were our eyes similarly opened, we 
too should see the reality of the divine 
protection and providence, whether under 
the visible form of angelic ministrants 
or not. Scripture in general, and the 
Psalms in particular, are full of the sereni- 
ty inspired by this conviction. The story 
of Elisha is a picture commentary on the 
Psalmist’s words: ‘The angel of the 
Lord encampeth round them that fear 
him, and delivereth them,’ (Ps. 34:7). 
‘He shall give his angels charge over 
thee, to keep thee in all thy ways’ (Ps. 
91:11). ‘And I will encamp about mine 
house because of the army, because of him 
that passeth by, and because of him that 
returneth; and no oppressor shall pass 
through them any more: for now have 
I seen with mine eyes (Zech. 9:8). ‘The 
angel of his presence saved them; in his 
love and in his pity he redeemed them; 
and he bare them, and carried them all 
the days of old’ (Isa. 63:9). 

“But what is the exact meaning of all 
these lovely promises? They do not mean 
that God’s children and saints will always 
be shielded from anguish or defeat, from 
the triumph of their enemies, or even 
from apparently hopeless and final fail- 
ure, or miserable death. The lesson is not 
that their persons shall be inviolable, or 
that the enemies who advance against 
them to eat up their flesh shall always 
stumble and fall. The experiences of tens 
of thousands of troubled lives and mar- 
tyred ends instantly prove the futility of 
any such reading of these assurances. The 
saints of God, the prophets of God, have 
died in exile and in prison, have been 
tortured on the rack and broken on the 
wheel and burnt to ashes at innumerable 
stakes; they have been destitute, afflicted, 
tormented, in their lives—stoned, behead- 
ed, sawn asunder, in every form of hideous 
death; they have rotted in miry dungeons, 
have starved on desolate shores, have 
singed out their souls in agonizing flame. 


“The presence of those horses and 
chariots of fire, unseen by the carnal eye 

the promises which, if they be taken 
literally, all experience seems to frustrate, 
mean two things, which they who are the 
heirs of such promises, and who would 
without them be of all men most miser- 
able, have clearly understood. They mean, 
first, that as long as a child of God is on 
the path of duty, and until that day has 
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been fulfilled, he is inviolable and invul- 
nerable. God will not permit any mortal 
force, or any combination of forces, to 
hinder the accomplishment of the task 
entrusted to his servant.” 


v 

When the Syrian host came down 
against Elisha the prophet prayed that 
they might be blinded, and his prayer 
was answered. It was probably some- 
thing else than physical blindness, for it 
is hard to see how Elisha could have led 
any army of men so blinded anywhere, 
or how it would be possible for them to be 
still seeking Elisha when they could not 
longer see. As a matter of fact the He- 
brew word may mean mental blindness, 
a state of delusion, in which, though a 
man has eyes which can see, he does not 
see truly. The record is not very clear, 
but it would seem that Elisha went boldly 
out of the city. The Syrians gathered 
about him, but did not recognize him as 
the prophet. 

Elisha told them that they had mis- 
taken the place, and that he would take 
them to the man whom they were seek- 
ing. He departed here from the biblical 
standard of absolute truthfulness. Some 
men would justify the deception, as most 
of us do present-day deceptions in time 
of war. The Bible however does not 
justify Elisha’s deception, and we are 
not called upon to do so. 

Elisha proceeded to lead the Syrian 
army into the hands of the very enemy 
whom they had hoped to destroy. Then he 
prayed that they might recognize the hope- 
less position into which he had led them. 
King Jehoram proposed that the Israel- 
ites slay the entire body, but the prophet 
forbade him to do so. “Set bread and 
water before them,” he said, “that they 
may eat and drink.” The king proceed- 
ed to prepare a great feast, and when they 
had eaten and drunk, he sent them back 
to their master. “And the Syrian came 
no more on raids into the land of Israel.” 

This last verse plainly means that they 
came no more for a season. The present 
deprecations came to a sudden end. The 
generous treatment proposed by Elisha 
had its effect. 

We might recall here that each war 
generally succeeds in sowing the seeds 
of a later war. Occasionally, but only 
occasionally, this does not prove to be 
the case. The exceptions have arisen in 
wars, followed by a peace in which the 
element of revenge is conspicuously lack- 
ing. Perhaps the world needs more 
statesmen with the insight of Elisha. 

Lesson topic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 


the Division of Education, National Council of Churches. 
Scripture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


PLAIN CHRISTIANITY. J. B. Phillips. 
The Macmillan Co., New York. 87 pp., 
$1.65. 

Like almost anybody else, Phillips says 
what convinces him most about the valid- 
ity of Christianity is the lives of plain 
Christians. In this small volume he offers, 
with some apologies for style, the trans- 
cripts of radio broadcasts, with two chap- 
ters dealing with “plain Christianity.” 
He has a helpful chapter on the impor- 
tance of the new translations of the Bible 
though it is to be regretted that he con- 
tinues to call the King James the “Au- 
thorized.” He has a chapter on “A God 
Big Enough” but he also has a book on 
the same subject—“Your God Is too 
Small.” In view of a great deal of pious 
and well-meaning generalities about the 
Holy Spirit, it is good to have Phillips’ 
good, plain words on this subject. Then, 
to try to head-off some of the “people who 
say they’re sinners merely because they 
thing they ought to,” he talks helpfully 
about “A Sense of Sin.” You will also 
be interested in his explanation of wor- 
ship to young people: ‘“‘It’s three cheers 
for God!” 


MAKING THE ADULT CLASS VITAL. 
Richard E. Lentz. Bethany Press, St. Louis, 
Mo. 112 pp., $1, paper. 

The executive director of the National 
Council’s Department of Adult Work has 
written a helpful little volume on a com- 
mon problem—how to shake up the or- 
dinary adult class, get it out of its well- 
worn rut. and make it vital and meaning- 
ful. 

The book is for the Cooperative Pub- 
lication Association and therefore will be 
well used by all our denominations. 

Lentz thinks we haven’t been expecting 
enough of these adults and he also thinks 
we haven’t been half serious enough about 
the job. Dipping into the book anywhere 
is a stimulating experience, but let’s look, 
just for one sample, at his “measuring 
stick of vitality” by which we can tell 
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at least something of how significant the 
members think the class is: 


What is the annual percentage of “drop- 
outs” in your class. List the names of 
those who have dropped out this year. 

What per cent of your membership is 
regular in attendance? 

What per cent never attend the class 
sessions? 

Is there a big difference between the at- 
tendance at social affairs of your class and 
the class study sessions? What propor- 
tion of your members share actively in 
the teaching? The devotional leadership? 
The program and policy decisions of your 
class? 


Do your class members speak of “the 
class,” “their class,” or “our class’? 

Is there a regular procedure in your 
class for discovering and evaluating com- 
plaints of members? Do members feel 
free to criticize the program? 

Has your class adequate records to min- 
ister to all of the members in terms of 
their personal needs and abilities? 

How many have been received into the 
church from your class in the last twelve 
months? 


... for Gifts 


e WEDDING 
e ANNIVERSARY 
e GRADUATION 





$1.50 (cloth) 
$1 (gift binding, boxed, with 


marriage certificate) 


Are sick or absent members noticed by 
your group? 





BOOKS RECEIVED 





Cain. Rogier Van Aerde. Henry Reg- 
nery Co., Chicago. $3.75. 

Rural Preaching. Edward K. Ziegler. 
Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J. 
$2.00. 

How to Be a Top Secretary. Margaret 
Delano. Tupper & Love, Inc., Atlanta, Ga. 
$3.95. 

Letters to My Daughter. Dagobert D. 
Runes. Philosophical Library, N. Y. $2.50. 

Man’s Unconquerable Mind. Gilbert 
Highet. Columbia University Press, N. Y. 


pb 
2.75. 


BOOK MANUSCRIPTS 
INVITED 


If you are looking for a publisher, send for our free, illus- 
trated booklet titled To the Author in Search of a Pub- 
lisher. It tells how we can publish, promote and dis 
tribute your book, as we have done for hundreds of other 
writera. All subjects considered. New authors welcomed. 
Write today for Booklet P. It’s free. 
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Enthusiastic Reviews: 


@ “We recommend it for Christian young 
people for reading before marriage, and even 
before engagement. It is a good book for 
pastors to have.”—The Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian 


@®“A delightful little book, subtitled 
‘Thoughts About a Christian Marriage.’ 
Addressed to young couples, it discusses the 


marriage vows with candor, humor, and deep 
wisdom.”—Religion in Life (Methodist) 


® “A beautiful little book on Christian mar- 
riage, useful not only to those who are look- 
ing forward to marriage, but also to those 
who are already married, and are eager to 
keep their marriage on the high level of the 
Christian way of life."—The Witness (Epis- 
copal) 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

D. Douglas Wilkinson, Amelia, Va., 
will become pastor of the Lakeshore 
church, Jacksonville, Fla., July 1, leaving 
Amelia June 1. 

R. E. Huey, formerly the Associate Re- 
formed Presbyterian pastor in Tucker, 
S. C., has become pastor of the Altamont, 
Va., and Mallow churches. 

J. L. Coppock, assistant pastor of the 
First church, Roanoke, Va., has been in- 
stalled as pastor of the West End church, 
Roanoke. 

Al S. Burdette, Villamont, Va., is also 
to serve as pastor of the new Cannaday 
Chapel. 

Hugh Smith, formerly of Ararat, Va., 
has become pastor of the Capon Bridge, 
VW’. Va., churches in Winchester Presby- 
tery. 

John L. Edwards, formerly of Eutaw, 
Ala., has been installed as pastor in 
Albertville, Ala. 

H. M. Bevel from 
Mt. Pleasant, Ark. 

K. J. Morgan, formerly of Taft, Texas, 
is now at the Handley Memorial church, 
1328 N. 31st St. Birmingham 4, Ala. 

J. S. Robinson from Sullivan’s Island, 
S. C., to Caldwell St., Rt. 3, Greer, S. C. 

Geo. C. Worth and Mrs. Worth, Presby- 
terian, USA missionaries, from Milford, 
Conn., to American Presbyterion Mission, 
Nam San Doug, Taegu, Korea. 

John W. Grimes, Nashville, Tenn., has 
resigned as pastor of the West Nashville 
church in order to became a missionary 
to Brazil. 

J. Gilbert Kirchhoff, Tenth Avenue 
church, Charlotte, has resigned his pas- 
torate because of continued illness. 


DEATHS 

George McAlister Telford, 70, died 
April 29 in a Greenwood, S. C., hospital 
following a serious illness of six weeks. 
Before his retirement in 1949 he served 
the Abbeville, S. C., church for 23 years. 
He had continued to make his home 
there and to supply nearby churches. 

J. Frank Price, 89, died in a Florence, 
S. C., hospital May 10 after a long ill- 
ness. Dr. Price, who was a missionary 
to China for 51 years, was the Assembly’s 
Moderator in 1936. Last year, a son, 
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Frank W. Price, was named the Modera- 
tor. Following war-enforced evacuation 
from China in 1941, Dr. Price made his 
home in Florence. For many years he 
was a professor in Nanking Theological 
Seminary. He was the author of a 
number of works both in English and 
Chinese. Since 1948 he had served as 
chaplain in the McLeod Infirmary in 
Florence. Mrs. Price died in 1949. 


R. E. W. SPEAKER 

Lawrence I. Stell, Trinity church, Char- 
lotte, N. C., was the Religious Emphasis 
Week Speaker at Mitchell College, 
Statesville, N. C. 


TRAVEL 

William C. Dinwiddie and family Cov- 
ington, La., will spend three months in 
Europe during the summer, including a 
visit to Mrs. Dinwiddie’s parents in Swit- 
zerland. 


CITATION 

Frank C, Laubach, world-famed Chris- 
tian missionary and literacy expert, was 
recently presented a bronze plaque by 
the Layman’s Missionary Movement for 
a Christian World in ceremonies in New 
York. The inscription read: “To Frank 
C. Laubach, Man of God, who has done 
more to bring light to the mind and spirit 
of mankind than any other individual of 
our generation.” 


TO BE MARRIED 

Donald Grey Barnhouse, pastor of the 
Tenth Presbyterian church, Philadelphia, 
and Mrs. Margaret Nuckols Bell of 
Bradenton, Fla., will be married in the 
early summer. 


TITHING AWARDS 

Arthur V. Boand, associate minister of 
Highland Park church, Dallas, Texas, 
wrote the Pamphlet-of-the-Year in a con- 
test sponsored by the Layman Tithing 
Foundation of Chicago. M. E. Melvin, 
Melbourne, Fla., pastor, was awarded 
second prize in the Sermon-of-the-Year 
contest. The foundation also makes an 
award for the Book-of-the-Year, with 
G. Ernest Thomas, Nashville Methodist 
evangelism staff member, winning this. 


DCEs 

Leila McGeath, who has been director 
of Christian education in the First 
church, Midland, Texas, will have the 
same position in the Grace church, San 
Antonio, Texas, effective June 20. 


Twenty-Five Are Cited 
At King Celebration 
King College, Bristol, Tenn., recently 
inaugurated its 90th anniversary celebra- 
tion, launching a large financial cam- 
paign. Under a theme of “Power from 
the Mountains,” distinguished speakers 
were brought in for a three-day program, 
One feature of the program was the ci- 
tation “for meritorious achievement in 
church and community service” of 25 
persons as follows: 
These ministers: 
W. W. Arrowood, Rowland, N. C. 
James Miller Smith, Big Stone Gap, Va. 
The lay persons: 
Sam H. Anderson, Kingsport, Tenn. 
Jos. S. Bachman, Bristol, Tenn. 
Harold L. Bacon, Bryson City, N. C. 
Harry W. Bane, Cedar Bluff, Va. 
T. Mack Blackburn, Knoxville, Tenn. 
Effie Bley, Pineville, Ky. 
James Bennett Collins, Jr., Chattanooga, 
Tenn. 
John Wesley Combs, Bristol, Tenn. 
Foy E. DeHaven, Radford, Va. 
Colonel Charles R. Endsley, Sweetwater, 
Tenn. 
Forest B. Gardner, Hendersonville, N. C. 
Geo. Sevier Hale, Jr., Morristown, Tenn. 
R. William Hawkins, Marion, Va. 
James B. Miles, Elizabethton, Tenn. 
Saml. K. Mortimer, Jr., Newland, N. C. 
Owen L. Norment, Asheville, N. C. 
Richard S. Parker, Murphy, N. C. 
Richard S. Reynolds, Sr., Richmond, Va. 
Wm. S. Sells, Johnson City, Tenn. 
Mary Martin Sloop, Crossnore, N. C. 
Bradley Ward, Kingsport, Tenn. 
Mark K. Wilson, Jr., Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Geo. H. Wright, Asheville, N. C. 
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SOUTHWESTERN 
A PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE FOR TODAY 


For men and women who do not care to be lost in the crowd. A distinctive 
four-year program leading to the degree of Bachelor of Arts, Science, and Music. 


SOUTHWESTERN AT MEMPHIS 


Memphis 12, Tennessee 
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John R. Cunningham, President 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


TRAINING FOR 
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 


1954 


Davidson, N. C. 








social development of its students. 





QUEENS COLLEGE 


CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 


A fully accredited college with a program planned for the academic, religious, and 
A.B. and B.S. Degrees. 
Women boarding students. Men and women day students. 


For information write THE REGISTRAR 
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